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Upcoming Yagyas 

*  Rig Veda Pavamana Soma Yagyas
 -Kanchipuram - December 14 - 23
 
*  Rahu/Ketu Yagya
 - Kanchipuram - January 18 

*  10 Avatars of Vishnu and Family Yagyas 
 - Kanchipuram - January 16 - 26

Dear Yagya Friends,

What a wonderfully busy fall we have had!  We began with our September Ganesha/
Lakshmi series,  and continued in October with the Shiva/Shakti,  Ancestor and Ganga 
Yagyas in Varanasi, followed by our extensive Navaratri Yagya in Kanchipuram.  

This newsletter contains images from all these yagyas and of course there are many 
more great images which you’ll find on the Puja.net site in the Galleries section.

As I send this newsletter, we are about to begin the Divali festival of  light for Lakshmi.  
I hope her abundant blessings reach each of you and your families.  Thank you all 
for participating and making so many good things possible.

Very best regards,

Ben Collins



Ganesha Temple Yagya 
 

Kanchipuram, September 2012

The Ganesha for this abishekam is located at the entrance to the ancient Ekambeshwara Temple in Kanchipuram.  As you can see on the 
left, he is usually rather plain, so this puja was a special event and the results would be enjoyed by the thousands of people who visit the 
temple every week. 



In the abishekam ritual pouring of milk over the deity is the most important step.  The milk represents Lakshmi, who is always associ-
ated with cows.  The pouring of cow’s milk is symbolic of both purity and the abundance that Lakshmi represents.  



At the conclusion of the abishekam, the murti is covered in 
a thick layer of sandalwood paste and then decorated with 
brightly colored foil.  Multiple fresh flower malas are placed on  
him.

The last step is a special puja of camphor light while the final 
mantras are recited. 



Lakshmi Temple Yagya 
 

Kanchipuram, September 2012

The Lakshmi temple yagya was help in a smaller but very old temple on the outskirts of Kanchipuram.  On the temple 
tower you can see images of Vishnu seated with Lakshmi on one side and Bhoomi Devi on the other.



The abishekam begins with water, followed by milk and sandalwood paste.  On the right, one priest is pouring water 
into what looks like a large platter, but it has hundreds of holes and so the water pours down like a gentle shower. 



At the end of the ritual, the bronze festival Lakshmi (front) and the granite permanent Lakshmi (rear) are both decorated in silk saris 
and fresh flower malas.   Final pujas are performed with offerings of light, flowers, fruit, and coconuts.



Ganesha and Ati Rudra Yagyas 
 

Kanchipuram,  September 2012



Ancestor Yagyas, Day 1 - Shiva/Shakti Yagya 
 

Varanasi,  October 2012

The first step in this yagya was the performance of Rudra Abishekam for Shiva.  



Then the Shakti Puja was performed along with the recitation of the 700 verse Chandi Path.  Lastly, the yagya fire was lit and offerings 
of ghee and various other items were made into the sacred fire.  The purpose of this yagya was to empower the pundits so that the 
Ancestor Yagya would have maximum effectiveness.



Ancestor Yagyas, Day 2 - Pitr Paksha Yagya 
 

Varanasi,  October 2012

The Ancestor Yagya was performed on the banks of the Ganges River.  This is an elaborate ritual that is unlike the other yagyas that 
we perform.  There are many symbolic offerings made that are intended to “feed”, protect, and comfort the many generations of our 
ancestors.   



The ritual itself takes quite a long time and is accompanied by many specific actions such as the offering of cooked rice, pouring water, 
lighting ghee lamps, and offering fruit and small flower malas.  In person, one is left with the distinct impression that something very 
significant is happening.  It is certainly one of the more mystical yagya experiences that is possible to have. 



At the conclusion of the yagya, the pundits bring the offerings down to the Ganga and submerge them in the water.



Ancestor Yagyas, Day 3 - Ganga Yagya 
 

Varanasi,  October 2012

The Ancestor yagya series concluded with a yagya for Ganga, the sacred river of India.  This yagya is soothing and cooling after the 
intensity of the Shiva/Shakti and Ancestor Yagyas. 



The yagya was performed on an ancient ghat, overlooking the Ganga river.



After initial puja, the homa fire was lit and offerings of grain and ghee were made.



At the conclusion of the yagya, the final offerings and mantra recitations were made at the river’s edge and then pundits rowed out 
into the river to make the final offering of flower malas.



Navaratri Yagyas - Nine Nights of the Divine Mother 
 

Kanchipuram,  October 2012

The Navaratri program always begins with a full day devoted to Ganesha Yagyas in order to remove any obstacles to the successful 
completion of the nine day program.  Many ingredients special to Ganesha are offered; sugar cane, banana, coconut, puffed rice, and 
especially a fried coconut dessert called modaka.



On the first day of Navaratri, our Ganesha is replaced with Durga (top left).  She is holding many weapons as befits her fierce nature.  
The yagyas are performed under the direction of Seetharama Sastry (center), our Chief Priest.  Every day begins with the daily yagyas  
(lower left) and the Rudra Abishekam.  Each day concludes with a Suvasini Puja - honoring a woman as the embodiment of the goddess.  



The days are full of pujas and yagya performances.  Navaratri yagyas require a lot of special ingredients!  The cloth bundles contain 
the herbs, bark, twigs, spices, leaves, and seeds, all of which are the traditional favorite of the goddesses. 



The days continue with the routine of pujas and yagyas day and night.  The first three days are for Lakshmi, then Saraswati, and lastly 
for Durga.







The last day of the yagya is especially busy because the Chandi Path yagya requires special offerings into the yagya fire at particular 
points of the recitation.  These ingredients are tied into squares of cloth.  Extra wood is required because the fire must burn for a 
couple of days to fully consume all the offerings.





Even after so many days of long hours and effort, the end of the yagya is always a disappointment.   It feels like you are leaving the 
presence of the goddess, but that just adds to the determination to be back again next year.



The last day is Vijaya Dashami - the goddess’ Day of Victory.  The yagya is complete and there is the satisfaction of a job well done.



We owe much gratitude to our senior priests and pundits for their hard work and very considerable expertise.



“The light that shines beyond 
heaven, beyond the whole creation, 

beyond everything, it is certainly 
this which is the light within a 

person.”

-Chandogya Upanishad 3.13.7


